Reportster™ Tutorial

DAO & SQL Server Version

Using Visual Basic 6


The Reportster Tutorial steps you through building an elementary application starting with an ACCESS database.  With only 5  lines of code, you can create a simple program to maintain the database, as well as allowing your enduser to create his / her own reports.


We have included sample.mdb in the Sample\ACCESS folder of your system.  This is a simple one-table database, in ACCESS97, as shown below.  (Reportster supports databases with multiple tables, as well.)
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To begin, create a new folder, Reptest, and copy all of the files from the ACCESS folder on your CD.  Then, copy sample.mdb from the samples\ACCESS folder.  The Reptest folder now looks like:
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Start Visual Basic, select [New], and double click [Standard EXE].

Data Form Wizard.

Select [Project], [Add Form], [New] and double click [VB Database Form Wizard].


Leave (None) for profile, and click [Next].


From the list of database types, select ACCESS, and click [Next].

For the database name, click [Browse] on the screen below.
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Scroll to the Reptest folder, then click [Sample], and click [Open].
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The “Database name:” is now filled in, as shown below, so click [Next].
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Type frmMain for form name, Form Layout = single record, Binding type = ADO Data Control, and click [Next].


For record source, click the down arrow, and highlight Stock Code Table.  Five available fields will appear.


Click the double arrow [image: image7.bmp]  to move all of the fields to “Selected Fields”. 
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Highlight Stock Code, and then use the up and down arrows at the right of the list of fields to move stock code to the top.  Use the same technique to arrange the other fields as shown below.
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Then click [Next].


For Available Controls, make sure the Add, Delete,  Update, and Close buttons are checked, and the Refresh button is unchecked, and click [Next].  
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Leave “save profile” set to (None), and click [Finish].

On the right is the Project Explorer (If the Project Explorer is not showing on your screen, click [View] [Project Explorer].), highlight Form 1, and click [Project], and click [Remove Form 1] as shown.

[image: image12.png]“5 g - 113 Addfem

2 dd oI Form

— 48 add todle

) Add Class Module

1 acd ser Contrl

5 Add Broperty Page.
X8 dd User Document
Add DHTM Page

A Data Report

A Weblass

add Data Environment
addFle..  CulD

Elg kd |

Ele Edt Vew |project Formst Debug Run Query Diagram Tooks AddIns Window Help

ETTT—

BEEEEERY

A QL[

3 References.
Components... CrltT

Project1 Properties

EB

L
=

e

5 sa65 x 2715
[Project - Project] _Ed|

15 Project (Project

=453 Forms.

o EmEs

B Frmiain (rm





Add Reports Button.

The new form displays, as shown below:
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Click the bottom center handle on the form, and drag it down about ¾ inch, to leave room for another button.  Then click the command button [image: image14.bmp] on the toolbox, and draw a command button above the update and close buttons as shown below.  [If your toolbox is not showing, then click the [image: image15.bmp] button).
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Press <F4> for properties, and change the name from Command 1 to cmdReports, and the caption to Reports, as shown below:

[image: image17.png][cmdReports Commandsutton

[ —

|caption Reports




[image: image18.png][cmdReports CommandButton

[ —

mdReports
Jpppearence 1-30
lBackColor [ &+s000000FE:




Code for the Reports Button.


Close the properties window, and double click the [Reports] button.  Under Private Sub cmdReports_Click ()   , type:




Unload Me




FrmCustomReport.Show
as shown below:
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Add the Reportster Forms and Modules.


Next, select [Project] and [Add Form].  Select the [Existing] tab, and “Look in:” the Reptest folder, as shown below:
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Double Click Custrpt.


Next click [Project] again, then [Add Form], [Existing] and double click [Datafld].  Repeat the same procedure for Fldopt, LblMaint, Printwin, Query, Rptopts, RptWiz, and Textfld.


Select [View], [Project Explorer] to make sure that you didn’t miss any forms, as shown below:
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Next select [Project], [Add Module], [Existing] and double click Custrpt.  Then, select [Project] [Add Class Module], [Existing], and double click ClssFlds.  Repeat for ClssQry, Collfld and Collqry.  Now, select [View] [Project Explorer], and display the forms, modules, and class modules as shown below.  Click the plus sign next to the modules and class modules folders to open them, if necessary.
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Check the list above with your list to make sure you didn’t leave anything out.

Code Startup Form, and Return to frmMain from Reportwriter.


Close the [Project Explorer] window, and select [Project], [Project 1 Properties], and change the startup object to frmMain, as shown below:
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With frmMain displaying as the startup object, press [OK].


Select [View] [Project Explorer], highlight frmCustomReport, and click the view code icon [image: image24.bmp].


In the left list box, scroll down and click File.  Then scroll the code down to Case 9   ‘Exit.
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After Unload Me, type



FrmMain.Show
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Change Database Name.


In the left pulldown, scroll up to (General), and scroll the right pulldown to NewLayout.
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Locate “purw.mdb” in the code, and change it to sample.mdb.
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Set References and Options, and Save


Next, select [Project], [References], and check  


Microsoft DAO 3.51 Object Library
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and click [OK].


Then select [Tools], [Options], [General], [Error Trapping], and select 

“Break on Unhandled Errors”
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and click [OK].


Then click [File], [Save Project As], scroll “Save In” to Reptest, click [Save] again.

[image: image31.png]Sovein [ 3 P -





[image: image32.png]Flenane: | S

Save astype: [Priect s (vbp) - Cancel

Help





Setup Fields for Reportwriter.

We are now ready to set up the reportwriter.  Click [Run], [Start] and use the right and left arrows to display a few items.
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Then click [Reports].  Reportster detects the fact that this database has not yet been setup, and displays the following dialog box:

[image: image34.png]Yo have selected a database that s not been corfigured for the
eportiter. I you conlinue the reportwiter wil quide you tiough the
confiquiation process. Yau shauid be aware that this process wil nat
change the sttucture of any of the existing tables in you databas,
however, it il add three tables o the databse. You can delete
these tables via Microsaft Acoess late if you ke. D you vish'ta
conlinue?





Click [Yes].


The first message box asks whether to include “StockCodeTable”.
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Click [Yes].


Next, a series of questions will be asked about each field in the table, starting with “Include Stock Code?”
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Include data as is …?
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Click [Yes]. 


Field Description:
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For Description, type “Stock Number” as shown below
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and click [Next].

Field Mask


For text fields, we leave the mask blank, so just click [Next].
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Create Formulas for Stock Code?
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Click [No]


Answer the questions for the other fields in a similar fashion, as below:



Include Field      
Yes for all

Include data as – is    
Yes for all

Field Description  
(leave as is except change Stock Code Description   to Item Description)

Field Mask                 (leave as – is, except for Quantity on hand and Account number.  The mask for Account number should be # # # #, and Quantity is shown on the screen below.)

Create Formulas         No for all


Since the quantity on hand will always be a whole number,  and will be somewhat smaller than the number of digits allowed in the default mask, remove two of the leading # signs, and remove the trailing .00, as shown below:
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An extra prompt will appear for Quantity on Hand, Total Cost, and Account Number, to wit, “Is Account # a date?”  Reply [No] in all cases.


The database prompt will re-appear twice, click [Yes] each time.


The program now goes to a screen to set up label formats.  Labels are not applicable in this example, so click [OK] and [Exit].

Design a Report


The database is now ready for us to design a report.  On the reportwriter screen,
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click [Insert].  Click [Data Field].

Click the plus sign at the left of Stock Code Table to drop down the list of fields.  Click the Insert / Remove Data Field caption bar and move the window down from the top of the layout grid, as shown below:
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Now, click Stock Number, and Stock Number will appear on the grid, as shown:
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Then, click Item Description, Quantity On Hand, and Total Cost.  Click [Done] to remove the “Insert / Remove” window.


On the grid, position the mouse on Stock Number, and drag it down, as shown below:
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Move to the other fields into position, all on the same line, as shown below:
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Next, we will want the two numeric fields to be right justified, so click the Quantity on Hand field , and then click the right justify button [image: image48.bmp].  Then, click Total Cost and the right justify button.

Set Up Page Headings


Click [Insert] [DataFields] again, and this time, open the “Date / Time” folder.  Click page #, and Date (Month dd,yyyy) and click [Done].


Note that Page # and Date now appear on the grid.  Move Date to the upper left and page # to the upper right, as shown:
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Click [Insert] [Text Fields], click [New],  click [page heading text], type “Inventory Report” as shown:
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Click [Add]

Click [New], click [page heading text], type Page, and click [Add].

Click [New], click [page heading text], type Stock Number, and click [Add].

Click [New], click [page heading text], type Description, and click [Add].

Click [New], click [page heading text], type Quantity, and click [Add].

Click [New], click [page heading text], type Total Cost, and click [Add].

The screen should appear as shown below:
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Click [Exit]


The new text fields are now on the report, as shown:
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Move Stock Number down on the grid to a position just above the stock number data field.  Position Description, Quantity and Total Cost over their respective fields, as  well.  (Use the bottom scroll bar to pick up any field titles which may be displayed off screen to the right).  Move page next to the page # data field, and move Inventory Report to the center of the top line, as shown below:
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Select Field for Sorting


We want to sort this report by Stock Number, so position on the StockNumber data field, and right click.  Click Primary Sort, as shown
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and click [Done].


We also want to print / display totals in the total cost field, so right click the total cost data field.  In the next step, we are going to group the items by the first 2 digits of stock number, and we want sub-totals for each group, so click “sub-total” and “grand total” as shown.
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Click [Done]

Setup Grouping


Next, click [Edit], [Report Options], and click the grouping tab.  In the sample database, the first 2 digits of the stock number indicate the broad category of an item, so we will group by the first 2 digits of stock number.
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Set the number of characters to change before the group breaks to 2 and set one space after each group break as shown above.  Make sure to erase the zero showing before you type in the 2 and the 1; otherwise you might be grouping on 20 characters of the stock number (i.e., every item will be in a different group), or you might have 10 blank spaces between groups.  Press [Save] and [Exit].

Save the Report Layout


Click [File] [Save As], and change “Save In:” to the Reptest folder, and type Inven.rep for report name, as shown below
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Click [Save] and click [OK]

Process the Report


Next, click [File] [Process Report] and examine your report.  

Click [File] [Exit] on the Reports screen, then click [Close] on the Stock Code Table form to exit.

Add Query to Report


For another exercise, we will modify the previous report, adding a simple query to select only those stock numbers which begin with 41 or 42.


Again, click [Run] [Start] and then click [Reports].  Click [File] [Open Layout], browse to the Reptest folder, highlight Inven.rep and click [Open].
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The report layout will display as before.  Select [Edit] [Report Query], and click the plus mark to the left of Stock Code Table.
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Highlight Stock Number, select >= for operation, type 41 for value, and select AND for join.  Please note that you must select a join even if you have only one query statement.  Click [Add>>].
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Next, change operation to <=, change value to 42 and click [Add>>].
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Click [Save]

Click [File] [Process Report]


Note that if you display any of these reports to the screen, the tabs do not work properly as described, along with a suggested work around, on page 27 of  the manual.
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